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A HEAUTIVUL SWISS CUSTOM.

When from tho vales of Switzeriund
ho dying sunbeams sofily so
And wach with gleaming, gold-tipped wings
] nhixlne’ overiasting snow,
The b
sStands

on Yhn i tmn A
h‘lu :.ws .

B horn with echioes eloar,
Mm-od. the Lord! Praise God, the

Then every peak thut has s sound,
1a repotition, word for word,
Rlnglout from othar herdsmen's hurns,
s u"fmﬁod' the Lord! Pralsse God, the
, "

For tull n quarter of an hour
The valleys chime with one sctornd,
And on all sides the mountalos ring -
Ly Prlmtr“il '(iad. the Lord! Pralse God. the
‘. ! L1

Tl}u solemn stillness floats above
mach abaphord on lils banded knees,
And secret prayors, from fuithful hearts,
s hoav'nward on the {umnlm‘ breare:
Then darkness, with bor dusky w nln.
Fans out the sun's last Hngering light,
And on the topmost summit nmn
The 1h%uhman'u Isairn, * G night! Good
nig l:”

Then on the spowy mountinln peuks
Ench listening bherdsman shonts with might
“ Good night!" and echoes bear the sound
O’ar’uLnnnt and wale, “Good nlght! Good
nighs!™
Whan 11 onr heart we fool Daath's touch,
May we, a8 slowly fades Life's lght,
To henven shout “Pralse God, the Lord ™
And whisper to W world, “Good night!™
—Mrs. W, Lesite Colllns.

VALLEY FORGE,

Some years ago the Centennlal and
Memorial Association of Vallay Forge,
with the ald of the Patriotic Sons of
Amerlea, purchased the house in which
Washington spent the dreary winter of
1777. 'This substantial structura of the
gray granite which was used ao much
in building in Colonial times has with-
stood the storms of more than a century
paat, and {s to-day in a perfect state of
preservation.

On the surrounding hilis the Revolu-
tionary goldiers builded their earthworks
and forts so strongly and well that the
changing seasons of all thess years have
not obliterated them; many portlons of
them are standing, and in as good a
state of preservation as those of the late
war,

The little village of Valley Forge is {n
& corner of Montgomery county, Penn-
sylvania, formed by the conjunction of
the Valley creek and the Schuylkill river.
It Is an extremely ploturesque spot. A
mountain ridge on the opposite side of
the creek shuts it in., The village street
that is soarcely more than 2 road ram-
hles along toward the valley formed by
the two ranges that narrow it, until it
becomes nothing more than a canyon,
with the waters of the creek sparkling
in the dark shadows of the wooded hills.

The village conslsta of an old mill that
has gone to decay, a fow stone houses
and an aotiquated hotel calied the
“Whahington Inn Leaving this and
following the road, the visitor comes to
the historic ground where the founda-
tions of the huts, the rifle pits and the
earthworks are stlll to be seen. This
road la ome of the favorite bicycling
tracks from Philadelphia, which is only
twenty mlles away. The passing of these
“gsilent steeds" or the rattling of & coun-
try wagon, and occasionally the sound
of onrs as rowers pass up and down the
little stream, are the only ones that
awaken the echoes of the secluded spot.
The antumn-touched forest, that de-
scends to the verge of the placld waters,
makes plctures of rarest beauty such as
the soul of an artist would revel in.

Some distance up {a the old Torge orig-
inally calied “The Vallay Forge,” It was
burned by the British two months be-
fore the army of Washington was en-
camped at this place, and new works
were erected soon after the Revolutiop-
ary war, The iron used at the Valley
Forge was made at Warwick, Chester

in their tents. Reallzing this, the great
commander took them into winter guar-
ters In this more sheltered apot, nine-
teen miles from Whitemarsh. Here he
ordered huts to be constructed, assur-
ing the soldiers mt the same time that
he himself would “chearfully share in all
thelr hardahips and partake of all the
fnconveniences”

Hundrods of soldiers made that dreary
march with bare feet, and the pathway
of thess suffering patriota might have
been traced all the way by their bloody
footprints in the snow. And yet at this
very time, according to a contemporary
writer, “hogsbeads of shoes, stockings
and clothing were lying at different
places along Lhe roads and in the woods,
perishing for want of teams or money
ta pay the teamsters,” so handicapped
was the commissariat by the Interfer-
ence of Congress,

The day on which the army arrived
at Valley Forge, Congress had ordered
set apart as one of thunksglving for the
victories at Saratoga, Washington and
his whole army éngaged In religlous ex-
ercises. On tha following day the sol-
dlers began the comstruction of their
huts, The commander, methodleel in all
things, directed thelr operations, by giv-
ing orders that the partles should be
divided into twelve sach, and that they
should bave enough tools to bulld with,
He also promiged a reward of §12 to the
party in emch regiment that finished Ws
hut the soonest, A reward was also of-
fored of $100 to the officar or soldler who
would substitute a covering for the huts
cheaper and more quickly made than
boards,

Until his troops were all comfortably
gottled In thelr huts, Washington re-
mained In his cheerless marquee. After
this he made his hendguarters at the
house of Isaac Potts, a Quaker, which ls
the one standing now near the Schuyl-
kill, and not a stone's throw from the
little rallway station. This place was
the hesdquarters of Washington for six
months, from Decembar 19, 1777, to June
19, 1778. Martha Washington, who was
such an unfailing support to her hus-
band, both st home and in camp, was
with him most of the time of his sojourn
here. It ig sald that she rode over from
Whitemarsh on n pilHon. Thay were
both mounted upon his powerful bay
charger, who carried them with perfect
ease, It appears that Marthe did not
remain long upon this firat visit, but she
returned to the headquarters agaln on
the 10th of February.

In a letter to her friend Mercy Warren,
written in March, she sald: “The Gon-
eral’s apartment {8 very small. He has
had a Jog cabin bullt to dine In, which
has made our quarters more lolerable
than they were at first.”

This apartment is & small room. The
cavity In the window seat that Washing-
ton had hollowed out to hold his papers
I8 still shown. It was covered by a
cushion, and no one would guess that
his most valuable possessions were con-
cealed there. The old log cabin still
stands at the rear of the house.

In February the wives of several of
Washington's officers came o visit Mra.
Washington. Lady Stirling and the wife
of General Knox werse of the party, IL
is sald that they were not ldle visitors,
They spent most of the time spinning
Ellrn and knitting stockings for the sol-

ers,

The winter of "77 was one of the dark-
est and dreariest of Washington's whole
life. There was u conspiracy to sup-
plant him and to put General Gates al
the head of the army. The Contlnental
Congress interfered with his military
operations, and there was dissalistaction
among his troops, especlally those of
foreign birth. The whole tountry that
surrounded him was filled with Torlea,
Fortunately there was that In his per-

padr the respect and veneration in which
he was held by them. Thelr sufferings
had tried their fidelity 2o the ucmost,

the creek towards his forge. When not
far from his dam he heard A solemn
volee, and walking quletly towards the
sound, saw Washington's horse tled to
a‘saplieg. In a thicket negr by was the

beloved chief in prayer, his eyes suffussd

in tears. He felt that he was upon holy
ground and withdrew unnoticed, He
wis deeply impressod, and npon entering
the room where his wife was, burst Into
tears, When she {oguired the cause, he
told her what he had seen, saying: “If
there is any one whom the Lord will 11s-
ten to, It is General Washington; and 1
feel that under such o commander there
ean be no doubt of our eventoally es-
tublishing our independence, and that
God in his province hath willed it so0."

The “Headquarters House,” &d it la
termed, I in a marvelous state of pres-
eryation, and appears from cellar to
attic just as it did when Washington
was domlclled there. The doors, with
the quaint, old-fashioned locks, are just
an they were when his hands opened and
cloged them; the floors, except a portion
of one In the office room, are those over
which his feet bave (rod In many &
wonry hour; the window giasa and
sashes are allke unchanged since the
fdnys when his anxlous oyes looked
through them at the huts of his soldlers
on the near-by hills, Under the houss
I8 o deep cavern-1lke cellar, that the at-
tendant lghts o lantern for the visitor
to view, The wall called “Washlugton's
well' in the log cabin ylelds a cool, elear
draught. The house 18 not entirely fur-
nished, but the articles tHat have been
placed thers are those of the Colonial
or Revolutionary period, and give the
place the appearance that It had when
Amerlen's groat chieftain was resident
within t.—Globe-Democriat.
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Birds That Build Play-Houses,

A fow yeurs ngo a gentleman hunting
in the wild forests of New Guinesd, where
no white man had ever before been,
made & very surprising discovery. He
had Just shot at & emall animal of some
kind that ran up the trunk of a tree
near by, when, happening to turn
around, he found himself in front of a
neatly bullt litle eabin about a foot and
a half high, in the midst of a lovely
meadow of rich green mosses atudded
with many beautiful flowers.

He could not have told, at first,
whether he was more pleased, puzzled,
or amazed to find this elegant little play-
house In such a remote and deserted
place, It looked as If It were bullt by
woodland fuirles, It was Indeed much
prettlor and better made than the rude
huts of the natives, and Itg discoverer
oould scarcely beliave nny beast or bird
capalble of executing such a plece of
work,

A flat bit of ground, In which grew a
small tree about the size of a light walk-
ing stick, had been chosen for the pur-
pose, and upon this thecabin was erected
with the little tree for its center post.
Stems of an air plant, which would Hva
and grow after they had been bullt into
the structure, formed the walls and roof
of the cabin, and fluttered thelr tiny
leaves about the doorway that led into
the pretty garden, where bright flowers
and gally colored berries and the wings
of heautiful insects lay scattered about,
But no one was at home, and not till
sometime afterwards was the discovery
made that the bullders of the tiny pluy-
housa and pleasure grounds were little
birds. It was found, too, that these
clever creatures are not only skillful ar-
chitects, but excellent housekeepers, and
that they not only build and decorate
their eabins, but keep them in the most
perfect order, all faded blossoms being
carrled away and replaced by fresh ones,
all rubbish carefully removed, and no
dirt or disorder anywhere to be sesn.

First cousin to the garden birds, an
the little cabin bullders are well named,
are the bowar birds of Australla. These
birds, inatead of enbins, build arbors or
bowers in which they meot to dance
and frolic about. The bowers ure very
handsomely made, the walls are strongly
formed of twigs and small branches
woven together in such a manner as to
bring the ends nicely in contact at {he
top, and the whole structure Is covered
with a layer of beautiful grasses, stones
being used by the little bullders to keep
the parts securely fastened In Lheir

proper places,
These strange little playhouses are

| elegantly ornamented ineide and out
‘| with various kinds of ahells, pretty shin-

ing pebbles, gay scraps, little bones and
gkulls of small anfmals, bleached white,

and the green, scarlet, and gold :
foathers of parrots and parroquets, |
deed, so well do the nativea kuow &
love the bower-birds have for brillli
and pollehed objects that, should Ch
lose anything of the kind, thay at one
try Lo find the bower that has boen beny
tifled at the expense of thelr property. &
After the male birds have performss
the heavier labor of constructing the
arbors, they leave to their little mmtes’
the lighter and pleasanter task of dees
ordting them. This the lady birds
ceed to do with groat rest, often fis
miles to flad pratty lttle bita of giiv
or bright color, or busying them
about the bower, changing the orags
menty, refecting anything not suited (o
thelr taste, To thess bowers the bl
resort to enjoy themuelves, as In a hall=
roum, bowing and dancing and turniie
about, playfully chasing each other W
and dowh their gay arbor in an untiriog
whirl of aportive dellght.—Popular Seb
ence News. i
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Bome 0ld Fortification Grunm.

Within the aren of Fort Mason, a mil
Itary reservation In San Franelsco, s
distributed as mers ornaments over I
grass plats, there are at present eoigh
cannon whoss singular pattern, forels
otigin and great age makes them the
moat remarkable rellcs within the Stals
of California, as they are beliaved to By
the oldest guns In the United States.

Of these guns, six are large fortifions
tion pleces and two are small, for Ael
tises, The years of the casting of
larger ones are in raised letters upon th
breeches, and these show that thell
manufacturer belongs to the peventoent
century, the oldest gin having bess
cast fn 1673, the youngest in 1693. I3

Tradition about the fort nas It that
thesa pleces of ordnance wers made
old Spain. They were certainly brot
to Callfornia to fortity the Preaidio o
San Franciseo In behalf of the Spanish
Kings years befors the despised Yankes
invaded the reglon and began to shaps
affairs in a fashlon which led to &
merging of the political power into the
of hls great nation east of the Rockies

The six large guns are of hronze; thay
average 1,600 pounds in welght, ha
ilx-inch bore and throw a twenty-f
pound ball. They were smooth bore,
the rotary riffa hore was not introd
until after 1833, and they could send 8
ball with cortainty of aim abont 1,000
yards, or four times s far as could 8
smooth-bore musket, They are from ten
to lwelve feel long, thelr great olomgws
tion of muzzle belng due to the e s
oug idea Lhen prevalent among Ul
founders that the throwing power of the
E:;mo wis Increased by the length of ¢hs

re. '

That these cannon were regarded &
objects of importance snd distinetion
amounting almost to venerablon may ¥
told not alone from the ornate emd
Hshment which spreads from vent 40
mouth nor to the coats of arma men
tloned, but from the fact that they el
bear the name of some city or emines
person or some salnl.  Among :
names the Sans predominate.
the San Franelsco, which now
mounted upon an old naval ecarviages
looking from a distance as ominous ag |
Krupp gun, its mouth open toward th
bay which bears its name. There 15 thi
San Pedro, the San Domingo, the S
Martin, while only two are given the
presumably non-eccleslastical names of
Labirgend Burbaneda and Poder.

As to when thege guns renched Call
foriia only conjecture ia possible, :
wara four presidios under the old 8)

Ish regime—lhose of Han Frang

Monlerey, Banta Barbara and San Dieg
Thesa were the headquarters of the mi
lwiry when California wns under tha
rule. A

It Is known that when the adob
fort, ealled San Joaquin, of tha B
Frunoisco fortiflcations was repalred
1794, It had three twenty-four powm
guns, and it is lkely that all of th
old affairs wera then in what {8 now
State. It Is known that until G
MeDowell gathered them together
they were acattered hither and
and down the goast, and one y
known from the other. Since, howey
this collection of them has besn mi
they have been mounted in Fort Me
-—8an Franolico Chronicle,
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TO CURE A COLD IX ONE D *'
Take Lazative Bromo Quinine T b
Dru refund the money If 1%
Culm . ll




